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In the Claims : 

1, {Currently Amended) A method for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an intranet, the method comprising %fee— 
efeep s -ef- : 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet, with the invention disclosure template form 
providing the following options 

create an invention disclosure, 
add attachm ents to an inv ention discl osure, 
revise an invention discl osure, 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inv e ntor, 

view an unsubmitted inventi o n dis cl osure, and 
submit an invention disclosure ; 
creating an invention disclosure by selecting the 
corresponding option in H-siB^r the accessed invention disclosure 
template form, with the invention disclosure inventor providing 
information about an invention; 

adding an attachment to selecting — an opti o n in the 
invention disclosure fee?fip4 .atc form by selecting the corres ponding 
option in the accessed invention discl osure te mplate form, with 
the a ttachment providing a dditional in formati on abo ut the 

invention ■ t - o--i -- netude an a%%^eh^en%— wi r t ~ h ^^e---i - B - ven - t -- i - a - B - d-i - s - e - l - e -s ^re - r 

and wit h the attachme nt being added -a ^t - ae - h-j rBg- a file to the 

without the use of a hyperlink 7 — the filc - 
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beirng e-jgea fe ed - by the inventor separate f rom- t-fee i^ - ^en-fei-e^ " 

4^ e ^^ H .. 3 5e --- a ^ c i including info rma t i of 3--abou t tha t irs— 

B-e-fc— included in the invention cli - se - lee^^e ; 

submitting the invention disclosure by selecting the 
corresponding option in the accessed invention disclosure 
template form, with th e invention disclosure being submitted 
along with the attachment attached fi -3re over the intranet to at 
least one evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 
disclosure and the attachment attached file by the at least one 
evaluator via e-mail . 

2* (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, 
wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel information 
stored within the intranet, the method further comprising the 
-s- t - ep - s - ef : 

creating a profile of the invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
response to accessing associated personnel information of the 
inventor; and 

transmitting a first notification message via e-mail to 
a first group of users based upon the created profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and including 
a technical review coordinator, the first notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 
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3- (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the at least one evaluator is selected by the technical review 
coordinator. 

4. {Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 3, 
further comprising the steps o£ : 

submitting a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
by the technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments ; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first group of users. 

5* (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 2, 
wherein the step of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

6. {Original} A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, a 
patent attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts 
person if the invention was developed under government funds. 

7. (Original) A method according to Claim 6, wherein 
the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address. 
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8- (Original) A method according to Claim 2, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
administrator * 

9, {Original} A method according to Claim 8, wherein 
the first group of users further comprises a business area 
manager, a supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor* 

Claim 10 (Cancelled) * 

11. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1, 

wherein the step of creating . ^omp - r -- i - se - s further comprising sending 

a notification message to a co-inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for distributing an 
invention disclosure over an intranet, the intranet having a 
plurality of users enrolled therein with each user having 
associated personnel information stored within the intranet, the 
method comprising % - he— s - fe - e ^ s o f : 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet, wit h the invention disclosure te mplate form 
providing the following options 

create an invention disclosure, 
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add attachments to an invention disclos ure/ 
revise an invention d isclosure, 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inventor, 

view an unsubmitted inven tion disclos ure, and 
submit an inven tion d isclosu re; 

creating an invention disclosure based on an inventor 
selecting the corre spondi ng option in using the accessed 
invention disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure 
bejrn-g^ -e - ire - a - t - e d- by an inventor providing and -i ncluding information 
about an invention; 

adding an attachment to eel " ee ; t"ing--a - n- -- ep - t - i"e - n -i-n the 

invention disclosure temp - let e— ge - ^ m by selectin g the corresponding 
option in the acces sed in vention disclosure template form, with 
the att a chment providin g additional information about the 

inve ntion to include an attachmon fe -H^th-^t he— - i - R -ven-t-i on d - i-s eles - u r e-;- 

and with the attachment being added attaeh-ing- a--gi - le-te-4Hrhe- 

invention disci os ^u^e without the use of a hyperlink, fe hc file 

be - i - R - g ei?e a t r ed --- "by the i a yen%e-B — e ep a - r - a - t - e -- -f - r -e m the invention 

^ . j^^ . ^a^^ . e a - nd i-nel - udlng in f o rm ation about the invention that is 

, B ^ ._ 4 . H . e ,. ^^ vention disclosure; 

submitting the invention disclosure by selecti ng the 
corresp ondin g option in the accessed inventi on disclosure 
template form, with the invention disclo sure being submitted 
along with the attachment a^t a^hed file over the intranet; 

creating a profile of the invention disclosure based 
upon a technical area relating to the invention disclosure in 
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response to accessing associated personnel information of the 
inventor; 

transmitting a first notification message via e-mail to 
a first group of users based upon the created profile, the first 
group of users being within the plurality of users and including 
a technical review coordinator the first notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

selecting at least one evaluator by the technical 
review coordinator; 

transmitting a second notification message via e-mail 
to the at least one evaluator, the second notification message 
having a hyperlink to the invention disclosure; 

submitting evaluation comments by the at least one 

evaluator; 

submitting a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
by the technical review coordinator based upon the evaluation 
comments; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the first group of users. 

13. {Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
further comprising fefee— st - eps -o # : 

transmitting a third notification message via e-mail to 
a second group of users based upon the created profile, the 
second group of users being within the plurality of users; and 

transmitting the recommendation of the invention 
disclosure via e-mail to the second group of users. 
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14* (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 13, 

wherein ■ t - fee--st-ep e§ transmitting the third notification message 

is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

15. (Original) A method according to Claim 13, wherein 
the second group of users comprises a business area manager, a 
supervisor of the inventor, and the inventor. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the en fee p of transmitting the first notification message 
is responsive to submission of the invention disclosure. 

17. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the profile comprises a functional manager of the inventor, a 
patent attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts 
person if the invention was developed under government funds. 

18. (Original) A method according to Claim 17, wherein 
the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor' s employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address* 

19. (Original) A method according to Claim 12, wherein 
the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
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administrator ♦ 

Claim 20 (Cancelled) . 

21- (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 12, 
whe rein the step of creating comprises further comprising sending 
a notification message to a co-inventor, the notification message 
being transmitted via e-mail with a hyperlink to the invention 
disclosure * 

Claims 22-30 (Cancelled) . 

31. (Currently Amended) An intranet for distributing an 
invention disclosure comprising: 

at least one computing device comprising a plurality of 
software modules, said plurality of software modules comprising 

a first software module for accessing an 
invention disclosure template form over the intranet, 
with the invention disclo sure tem plate form provid ing 
the following user options 

create an inventio n disclosure, 
add attachments to a n invention disclosure, 
revise a n invention disclosure, 
send an invention disclosure to a co- 
inventor, 

view an unsubmitted invention disclosu re, and 
submit an invention disclosure, 



9 



In re Patent Application of: 
CHAPMAN ET AL. 
Serial No. 09/596,629 
Confirmation No* 4379 
Filing Date: June 19, 2000 
_/ 

a second software module for creating an 
invention disclosure based on a user selecting the 
co rresponding option in using the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure 

being created by an inventor providing addi tional a - nd 

including information about an invention, 

a third software module for adding an 
attachment to ee - l - ee-t - i - ng an op ti on in the invention 
disclosure J tefftp-3ratc for m based on the user selecting 
the corresponding option in the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the attachment providing 
additional information about the i nventi on and with the 
attachment being added without the use of a hyperlink, 
% - e -Hb^el-u de an - attachment with the invention disclosure , 

a fourth software module for a t taching a file 
to the invention dioclo -s urc without the use— e#-a— - 

hyperlink, — fee — file b e- i - nng — e ^ eea - feed by the invent e ■ r- 

-^e^a ^a - t - e--f - rem t-fae invention d4ee^ ' es ' ^ 

.j^a , g e , ffma % ^ is not included in 

a fourth fifth software module for submitting 
the invention disclosure based on the user selecting 
the corresponding option in the accessed invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention dis closure 

being submitted along with the attachment a-t-ta-efeed - f-il - e 

over the intranet to at least one evaluator via e- 
mail with a hyperlink to the invention disclosure, 
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and 

a fifth sixth software module for 
transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 

disclosure and the attachment at-t ached -f 1-le by the at 

least one evaluator via e-mail. 



32. {Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
31, wherein the intranet includes a plurality of users enrolled 
therein with each user having associated personnel information 
stored within the intranet, further comprising; 

a sixth - seven - t - h - software module for creating a profile 
of the invention disclosure based upon a technical area relating 
to the invention disclosure in response to accessing associated 
personnel information of the inventor; and 

a seventh ■ aB--e - i - gh-t - software module for transmitting a 
first notification message via e-mail to a first group of users 
based upon the created profile, the first group of users being 
within the plurality of users and including a technical review 
coordinator, the first notification message having a hyperlink to 
the invention disclosure. 



33. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the at least one evaluator is selected by the technical 
review coordinator. 



34. {Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
33 , further comprising : 
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an ei ght a - n4n%h software module for submitting a 

recommendation of the invention disclosure by the technical 
review coordinator based upon the evaluation comments; and 

a ninth tenth software module for transmitting the 
recommendation of the invention disclosure via e-mail to the 
first group of users. 

35. (Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
32, wherein the seventh eighth software module for transmitting 
the first notification message is responsive to submission of the 
invention disclosure. 

36. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the profile comprises a functional manager of the 
inventor, a patent attorney, a technical review person, and a 
contracts person if the invention was developed under government 
funds . 

37. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 36, 
wherein the profile further comprises information relating to the 
inventor including the inventor's employee number, department 
number, building number, phone number and e-mail address, 

38. (Original) An intranet according to Claim 32, 
wherein the first group of users comprises a technical review 
coordinator, a contract administrator if the invention was 
developed under government funds, and an intellectual property 
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administrator . 

39 * (Original) An intranet according to Claim 38 , 
wherein the first group of users further comprises a business 
area manager, a supervisor of the inventor f and the inventor. 

Claim 40 (Cancelled) . 

41* {Currently Amended) An intranet according to Claim 
31, wherein the fourth fe lf th software module comprises 
instructions for sending a notification message to a co-inventor, 
the notification message being transmitted via e-mail with a 
hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 

Claims 42-60 (Cancelled) . 

61. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium 
having computer-executable instructions for causing a computer to 
perform steps comprising : 

accessing an invention disclosure template form over 
the intranet , with the invention disclosure template form 
providing the following user options 

create an invention disclosure, 
add attachments to an invention discl o sure, 
revise an in ventio n disclosure, 
send a n inv e ntion disclosure t o a co- 
inventor, 
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view an unsubmi tted i nvention disclosure, and 
submit an in vention disclosure; 

creating an invention disclosure based on a user 
selecting the corresponding option in using the invention 
disclosure template form, with the invention disclosure bein g— 
created by an inventor providing additional a nd ine - l - H - d - i - Rg 
information about an invention; 

adding an attachment to ^^eetin g-^- n ept-i - e - a — in the 

invention disclosure t - em^ - l - a - t - e -^ e - r m based on the user selecting 
the corresponding option in the accessed invention disclosure 
template form, with the attachment providing additional 

information about the invention ■ fee--i-H^ - l - ^d - e an attaehment - wit - h the 

invcn -trirOft- disclosure; and wi th the attachme nt being add ed without 
the use of a hyperlink ; 

■ a#ta - eh:i"Bg - a file to the invention disclosure without 
^ ho use of a hyperlink — the file being created by the inventor 

separate from the invention disclos ^^e- and in e luding - - i - R#e - ^ma - t-i - en-- 

about the invention - that — ire — - net — in-eluded in the — la - ventrion 

disclosure ;- 

submitting the invention disclosure based on t he user 
select ing the corre sponding option in the accessed invention 
disclosure template f orm, with the invention disclosure being 
submitted along with the attachment atta -e hed file over the 
intranet to at least one evaluator via e-mail with a hyperlink to 
the invention disclosure; and 

transmitting evaluation comments on the invention 
disclosure and the attachment a-tt-aehe - d- f-lle by the at least one 
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evaluator via e-mail . 

62, (Previously Presented} A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 61, wherein the intranet includes- a plurality 
of users enrolled therein with each user having associated 
personnel information stored within the intranet, the computer- 
readable medium further causing the computer to perform steps 
comprising : 

generating a profile of the invention disclosure, the 
profile being based upon a technical area relating to the 
invention disclosure in response to accessing associated 
personnel information of the inventor; and 

generating a first notification message to be 
transmitted via e-mail to a first group of users based upon the 
created profile, the first group of users being within the 
plurality of users and including a technical review coordinator, 
the first notification message having a hyperlink to the 
invention disclosure . 

63, (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, further causing the computer to perform 
steps comprising selection of the at least one evaluator by the 
technical review coordinator. 

64, (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 63, further causing the computer to perform 
steps comprising : 
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generating a recommendation of the invention disclosure 
submitted by the technical review coordinator based upon the 
evaluation comments ; and 

generating an e-mail message of the recommendation of 
the invention disclosure to be transmitted to the first group of 
users . 

65. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, wherein the profile comprises data 
representing a functional manager of the inventor, a patent 
attorney, a technical review person, and a contracts person if 
the invention was developed under government funds. 

66. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 65, wherein the profile further comprises data 
representing information relating to the inventor including the 
inventor's employee number, department number, building number, 
phone number and e-mail address. 

67. (Previously Presented} A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, wherein the first group of users comprises 
a technical review coordinator, a contract administrator if the 
invention was developed under government funds, and an 
intellectual property administrator. 

68. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 67, wherein the first group of users further 
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comprises a business area manager, a supervisor of the inventor, 
and the inventor* 



Claim 69 (Cancelled) . 



70. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium 
according to Claim 62, wherein generating the profile comprises 
generating a notification message to be transmitted to a co- 
inventor, the notification message to be transmitted via e-mail 
with a hyperlink to the invention disclosure. 
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